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Of 183 Omicron cases analysed,

87 fully vaccinated: Govt
NEW DELHI : Out of the total
183 Omicron cases in India
analysed so far, 87 cases have
been found fully vaccinated
and and out of these, three
were also given the booster
dose, the Union Health
Ministry announced on
Friday.

Of the total, 61 per cent of
the Omicron cases analysed
were male and 39 per cent
were female.

Addressing a press brief-
ing on the current Covid pan-
demic situation in the coun-
try, Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said that
India has so far reported 358
cases of Omicron and out of
these, 114 have recovered.

He further added that an
analysis of 183 Omicron
cases was done which
revealed that 121 cases had
history of foreign travel, 44
had no foreign travel history,
but the majority of them were
in contacts of the foreign
travellers. However, 18
patients have no travel infor-
mation yet, he said.

About the vaccination sta-

tus of these analysed
Omicron cases, Bhushan said
that 87 patients were fully
vaccinated and out of these,
three were inoculated with
the booster dose. Out of these
three with booster dose, two
patients are from Delhi and
one from Maharashtra.

Seven patients were
unvaccinated and two were
partially vaccinated and 16
were ineligible to take the
jab. The vaccination status of
73 patients is unknown, he

said. "The world is witness-
ing the fourth surge and the
overall positivity is 6.1 per
cent. Therefore, we have to
be on guard and we can't
afford to loosen our guards",
said Bhushan, adding that
while Europe, North America
and Africa are seeing an
increase in Covid cases week-
on-week, Asia is still witness-
ing a decline in Covid cases
week-on-week.

About the government's
preparations, he said that, as

on Friday, 18,10,083 isolation
beds, 4,94,314 oxygen sup-
ported beds, 1,39,300 ICU
beds, 24,057 paediatric ICU
beds and 64,796 paediatric
non-ICU beds available
across the nation. He said
that India has administered
the first dose to 89 per cent of
the adult population and 61
per cent of the eligible popu-
lation has received the sec-
ond dose of vaccines.

On the question of nation-
al policy on booster dose,
Indian Council of Medical
research Director General,
Dr Balram Bhargava, said
that the deliberations are
underway and the scientific
data is being reviewed to for-
mulate a policy.

"The predominant strain
is Delta including the recent-
ly identified clusters.
Therefore, we need to contin-
ue with the same strategy of
Covid appropriate behaviour
and ramping up of vaccina-
tion," he said. "We are testing
the efficacy of the vaccines
against the Omicron variant,"
he added.

Three out of
183 Omicron
positive cases
had taken third
vaccine dose:
Health ministry
NEW DELHI : The Union
Health Ministry on Friday said
that of the 183 Omicron posi-
tive cases reported in India,
three patients have already
taken three doses and 121
had a foreign travel history. 

Addressing a press brief-
ing, Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said, "During
analysis of 183 Omicron posi-
tive cases 121 had a foreign
history, 44 cases have no trav-
el history but most of them
are those who came in contact
with those who have travel
history. 87 people were fully
vaccinated, three people were
those who received three
doses and amongst them two
are from Delhi and one is
from Maharashtra." Bhushan
further said that the vaccina-
tion status of some patients is
under tracking and some
were unvaccinated.  "Seven
people unvaccinated, two peo-
ple amongst them partially
vaccinated, 16 Omicron posi-
tive patients were ineligible
and 73 are those whose vacci-
nation status is unknown.

Delhi Police tightens noose on hotels vio-
lating Covid norms; restaurant sealed
NEW DELHI : A restaurant
was sealed in south Delhi's
Mehrauli area for violating
the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority's
guidelines, an official said
here on Friday.

"The restaurant named
Diablo was found violating
DDMA guidelines,"
Additional DCP South M
Harshawardhan said.

He informed that there
was excessive overcrowding
in the restaurant after which
it was sealed. The police have
registered an FIR under sec-
tions 188 (Disobedience to
order duly promulgated by
public servant) and 269
(Negligent act likely to spread
infection of disease danger-
ous to life) against the estab-

lishment at the Mehrauli
police station.In view of the

rising cases of Omicron in
Delhi, the Delhi Disaster

Management Authority
(DDMA) had reduced the
capacity at public places
like restaurants, auditori-
ums and assembly halls to
50 per cent, while gather-
ings at wedding functions
was capped at 200 persons
to curb the spread of the
new Covid variant.

There will be a ban on
all kinds of gatherings on
Christmas and New Year in
the national capital.
However, it said that all reli-
gious places will remain
open on December 25 and
31.The order had further
asked the district magis-
trates to survey the areas
falling within their jurisdic-
tion and identify the places,
which have the potential of

becoming Covid hotspots
and tighten the enforce-
ment machinery by deploy-
ing sufficient number of
enforcement teams on field
for keeping vigil at public
places and for enforcing
Covid appropriate behav-
iour."All district magistrates
as well as DCPs shall con-
duct surprise checks and
raids in their respective
areas and shall take strict
penal action against the
defaulters," the DDMA had
stated. The Omicron infec-
tion tally has climbed to 358
across the nation. However,
out of total Omicron posi-
tive, 114 have been dis-
charged. So far 17 states
have reported Omicron
infection.

It is the responsibility of India to
contribute in terms of spirituali-
ty to nations, says PM Modi
NEW DELHI : It is the respon-
sibility of India as a spiritual
leader to contribute in terms
of spirituality to nations
across the globe, said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday. 

PM Modi said this today
while chairing the first meet-
ing of the High-Level
Committee (HLC) which has
been constituted to commem-
orate the 150th Birth
Anniversary of Sri Aurobindo
in a befitting manner. The
notification of HLC was
issued on December 20,
2021. The Committee com-
prises 53 members from var-
ious walks of life. Secretary
(Culture), Govind Mohan,
gave a presentation on the
Road Map for the celebration
of the Commemoration and
sought an advise of the
esteemed members for cele-
brating the 150th anniver-
sary of Sri Aurobindo in a
befitting manner. 

Speaking on the occasion,
the Prime Minister expressed
his gratitude to the esteemed
members for their valuable

thoughts and suggestions on
Sri Aurobindo's
Commemoration. The Prime
Minister said that the two
aspects of Sri Aurobindo's
philosophy of 'Revolution'
and 'Evolution', are of key
importance and should be
emphasized as part of the
commemoration. 

"The youth should be
encouraged towards the con-
cept of greatness as embod-
ied in the philosophy of Nar
to Narayan to create a
MahaManav as propounded
by Sri Aurobindo," he added. 

The Prime Minister fur-
ther said that it is the respon-
sibility of India as a spiritual
leader of the world to con-
tribute in terms of spiritual-
ism to nations across the
globe. He suggested that 150
universities across the coun-
try should be involved in
writing papers on different
aspects of Sri Aurobindo's life
and philosophy and the 150
papers to be published on the
occasion. The Prime
Minister proposed to launch
the commemoration cele-
brations of Sri Aurobindo

from Puducherry coinciding
with the celebration of
National Youth Day. This
will encourage the youth to
visit Puducherry and learn
about his life and teachings,
where Sri Aurobindo spent
his life from 1910 .

India's series of interventions arrest
domestic spike in palm oil prices
NEW DELHI : Even though
the prices of Malaysian crude
palm oil shot up sharply, the
price of the Indian product
did not follow the same trend
in 2021 due to the govern-
ment's intervention.

Widely used in edible oil
blending, cosmetics,
processed food products, and
even in biofuel, palm oil's
prices on Bursa Malaysia
Derivatives is considered to
be the global benchmark
among trade circles.

Crude palm oil prices on

the BMD rose 27 per cent
during the year-to-date peri-
od in 2021 to around 4,949
ringgits (Rs 88,443), while on
Multi Commodity Exchange
of India, it rose just over 10
per cent to Rs 1,115 rupees
per 10 kg.

The steady and inconsis-
tent rise in prices on the
MCX, to an extent, can be
attributed to the Indian gov-
ernment's slew of interven-
tions. In June, the Central
government removed import
restrictions on refined
bleached deodorised palm
oil, refined bleached
deodorised palmolein, and
another variant (palm oil and
its fractions, whether or not
refined, but not chemically
modified) till December 31,
2021, which has now now
been extended till the end of
2022.Besides, it on Monday
reduced the basic customs
duty on refined palm oil from
17.5 per cent to 12.5 per cent
till March 2022 as part of the
measures it is taking to bring
down edible oil rates in the

Indian markets.
With this duty cut, net

effective duty comes down to
13.75 per cent against 19.25
per cent earlier, according to
industry players.In addition,
the government on Monday
suspended trade in futures
contracts of several.

agricultural commodities,
including of crude palm oil,
for one year.

Macro-data, released
earlier this month, showed
that higher prices of com-
modities, food items and
fuels lifted India's
November consumer and
wholesale inflation num-
bers. CPI inflation jumped
to three-months high of 4.9
per cent which was led by
higher core inflation.At pres-
ent, India imports a large
chunk of edible oil require-
ments from Malaysia and
Indonesia, the two major pro-
ducers of the oil palm.

Oil palm kernel is crushed
to extract crude palm oil and
subsequently processed to
make refined palm oil.

GANDHINAGAR : Gujarat on
Friday reported 13 new
Omicron cases, taking the
state's tally of the new Covid
variant to 43.

Of the new cases, 7 were
reported from Vadodara, fol-
lowed by 3 in Kheda, 2 in
Ahmedabad and 1 in Anand.

The patients infected with
Omicron had returned from

the UK, Tanzania, Zambia,
the UAE and Nigeria. Of the
total 43 cases in the state, 8
have been discharged after
testing negative. The state
also reported 98 fresh Covid-
19 cases and 3 deaths in the
24 hours ending 5 p.m. on
Friday against 69 recoveries.
The state presently has 694
active Covid cases, of which 8

are on ventilator support.
Ahmedabad reported

most Covid cases on Friday
at 32, followed by Surat
(18), Vadodara (10), Rajkot
(7), Kutch (6), Valsad (5),
Kheda and Rajkot (3 each),
Navsari, Sabarkantha,
Vadodara, Gandhinagar
and Junagadh (2 each), and
Bhavnagar, Jamnagar.

13 new Omicron cases mount
Gujarat's tally to 43

To avoid night
curfew, tourism
industry
should cooper-
ate with govt:
Goa CM
PANAJI : Tourism industry
stakeholders should cooper-
ate with the Goa government
to urge tourists to follow
Covid-19 protocol, maintain
social distancing and wear
masks, so that we do not
have to impose a night cur-
few like in other states, Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant said
on Friday.

Speaking to reporters
here, Sawant said that the
state was witnessing a surge
in tourist footfalls on account
of the festive season of
Christmas and New Year.

"This is the festive season
in Goa. From Christmas to
January 1, there is an atmos-
phere of excitement. There is
a lot of crowd on the occasion
of Christmas in several parts
of Goa as well as in
Churches, coastal areas and
beaches. We have to follow
Covid protocol, wear masks
and maintain social distanc-
ing," Sawant said.

"I have a request for all
tourism industry stakehold-
ers. We should work in such
a manner that we do not
have to impose the night cur-
few. We should co-operate
with the government, while
ensuring that the tourist sea-
son is not disturbed," Sawant
said. The Chief Minister
added that while not a single
case of Omicron was detect-
ed in the coastal state, a
high-level meeting would dis-
cuss the issue soon.Sawant
said that the state govern-
ment's Covid management
taskforce was scheduled.

NEW DELHI : India regis-
tered 6,650 new Covid
cases and 374 deaths in 24
hours, said the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family welfare on Friday
morning. The tally of
Omicron cases in the coun-
try rose to 358. With the
addition of the new deaths,
the toll has climbed to
4,79,133. The Omicron
infection tally has climbed
to 358 across the nation.
However, out of total
Omicron positive, 114 have
been discharged. So far 17
states have reported
Omicron infection, said the
Union health ministry.The
recovery of 7,051 patients

in the last 24 hours has
increased the cumulative
tally to 3,42,15,977.
Consequently, India's recov-
ery rate stands at 98.40 per
cent, highest since March
2020.India's active case-
load is presently at 77,516.
Active cases constitute 0.22
per cent of the country's
total positive cases, which is
the lowest since March
2020.Also in the same peri-
od, a total of 11,65,887 tests
were conducted across the
country. India has so far
conducted over 66.98 crore
cumulative tests.
Meanwhile, the weekly pos-
itivity rate at 0.59 per cent
has remained less than 1

per cent for the last 40 days
now. The daily positivity
rate stands at 0.57 per cent,
which has also remained
below 2 per cent for the last
81 days and less than 3 per
cent for 116 consecutive
days now. With the adminis-
tration of 57,44,652 vaccine
doses in the last 24 hours,
India's Covid inoculation
coverage has reached
140.31 crore as of Friday
morning. More than 17.97
crore balance and
unutilised Covid vaccine
doses are still available with
the states and union territo-
ries to be administered,
according to the health
ministry as of Friday .

Govt declares soya meal
essential commodity, puts
stock limit till June 2022
NEW DELHI : In a bid to cool
down domestic prices of soya
meal, the government has
brought it under the ambit of
Essential Commodities Act
and also imposed a stock
limit till June 30, 2022.

Under the Soya Meal
Stock Control Order, 2021,
issued with immediate effect
from December 23, the stock

limit has been set in consul-
tation with the Central
Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying,
wherein plant/miller/proces-
sors are allowed a maximum
stock of 90 days production.

They would also have to
declare storage locations.
"For trading
companies/traders/private
chaupals, only government
registered enterprises, a
maximum stock of 160 MT
with a defined and declared
storage location is allowed,"
said a release from the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution.

In case the stocks held by
respective legal entities are
higher than the prescribed
limits, that will be needed to
be declared on the designat-
ed portal
(http://evegoils.nic.in/soya_m
eal_Stock/login) .

India reports 6,650 new Covid
cases, Omicron tally rises to 358


